INTRODUCTION
Behget's disease is characterized by recurring ocular, oral and genital symp toms' with frequent involvement of the skin,2 gastrointestinal tract,3 lung,4 joints5
and nervous system. 6 Although basic pathological findings have been reported as an uncharacteristic inflammation,3 some reports stressed vascular lesions includ ing necrotizing angitis and thrombophlebitis in various organ systems and sug gested an allergic nature or relationship to a collagen disease4,7,s The viral etiology of Behget's disease is still inconclusive, but recent reports on the presence of autoantibodies against the oral mucosa indicate that an autoimmune me chanism may be involved in the pathogenesis 9,10 Measurement of number and size of thymic lymphoid follicle. The total number of lymphoid follicles found in the sections of each thymus was shown in tables. were used for comparison.
RESULTS
The clinical and histological findings were summarized in Table 1 There was no remarkable change in the thyroid of the other cases except for cases #6 and #8 which showed moderate lymphoid thyroiditis. DISCUSSION A high incidence of thymie lymphoid follicle was noted in patients with
Behcet's disease who did not receive steroids systemically (6/9, 66%), and in those where steroids had been discontinued for more than three months before resection (4/5, 80%), although the number of follicles was small. The lymphoid thyroiditis has also been frequently found in association with myasthenia gravis and may be a manifestation of the autoimmune reaction against multiple organs.
SUMMARY
Histologies of the thymuses resected from 22 cases of Behcet's disease were described. The incidence of thymic lymphoid follicle was 66% (6/9) in patients not treated with systemic steroid therapy, 80% (4/5) in those who discontinued steroids for more than three months before thymectomy, and 13% (1/8) in one who was treated at or within three months before the resection. 
